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Michael Hepting/Apa Publications 35 Dive into the underwater world of the Great Barrier Reef The reef's biodiversity ranges
from the ridiculously cute, the ridiculously colorful and the ridiculously venomous. Having said that, coral reefs provide a great
deal of fun and (if you manage your risk) a fascinating glimpse into the future. The Great Barrier Reef 1 map] is the largest
living structure on Earth. It lies in an area known as the Coral Sea, roughly 1,300km (810 miles) east of the Northern Territory
in northern Queensland. It extends almost 1,300km (810 miles) from the coast of Cape York to the tip of Cape Melville.
Scientists estimate that the reef has an area of about 310,000 sq km (118,500 sq miles), but only about 6,000 sq km (2,300 sq
miles) is free-flowing and accessible to divers. The Great Barrier Reef stretches over 100km (60 miles) from north to south and
up to 80km (50 miles) from east to west. Parts of it are so extensive that the reef is often referred to as 'Australia's first
continent'. Sea turtles nest on many of the reef's islands, giving the area a very special flavour. There is also an abundance of
fish species, the majority of which are found nowhere else. Many of these species are not protected, so diving is a serious risk
of catching the local pestilence: the coral eating monster, the crown-of-thorns starfish. If you do catch one, please keep it alive –
they can be made to perform tricks for the entertainment of diving'shows' and their behaviour is astonishing. In more recent
years, swarms of bleaching have affected the Great Barrier Reef. This happens when rising ocean temperatures warm the water,
causing corals to expel the symbiotic algae living inside them. Coral bleaching causes a reduction of the reef's colour and mass
loss, leading to the eventual death of the coral. Some areas of the reef have rebounded and returned to their original colour;
others, like the northern section, have not. Despite this, the Great Barrier Reef has been declared 'the world's most threatened
marine ecosystem', due to the bleaching episodes in 1998 and 2002 and the subsequent threat of ocean warming, coastal
development, and nutrient run-off. By the early 1990s, a large-scale marine protection program had been established to try and
save the reef. 82157476af
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